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REVIEWERS. 
RevIEWERS serve more than one important end in 


literature: it is now but their subordinate function to j 


censure bad and encourage good authors; their more 
engrossing aim is to give a scantling of a current 
literature, too copious to be studied in detail—in short, 
an available miniature of all that is worthy of atten- 
tion in the fifteen or sixteen hundred books thrown 
every year amongst us. The quarterly works do this 
in a way of their own, selecting only a few of the 
principal books for notice, and endeavouring to make 
every paper a thing of independent merit, either by 
the way in which the subject is treated, or the new 
matter brought to bear upon it. In monthly periodi- 
cals, shorter articles and more of them, with less 
originality of treatment, is the order of the day ; 
while the weekly ones aim at little beyond a sum- 
mary of the principal books, illustrated copiously by 
extracts. It was not thus in old times. Critics were 
formerly a gang of writers animated fully as much by 
a wish to wreak out malevolent feelings, as to illumi- 
nate a simple public. Huét, bishop of Avranches, 
speaks of reviewers as, at the best, necessary evils. 
He calls criticism “an ignoble employment of the 
intellect, worthy only of a little mind—a task neces- 
sary, but mean: like that of the weeders whom I 
employ in freeing my garden from noxious plants, 
while I eat and store the fruit.” The Rev. Francis 
Douce defined reviewers as “ the very bane of learn- 
ing, the perverters of knowledge ;” and Barker, edi- 
tor of the new Greek Thesaurus, designated them 
the “scavengers of literature.” Voltaire’s epithet 
is not much more savoury—Za canaille de la litte- 
rature. He had, somehow, like our own Pope, 
got into the worst of terms with these dreaded minis- 
ters of literary justice. By way of a great effort of 
candour, they admitted the beautiful style of his His- 
tory of Charles XIL., but condemned it for its incre- 
dible statements—on which the king of Poland gave an 
attestation in these terms :—* M. de Voltaire has neither 
forgotten nor misplaced a single fact or circumstance ; 
all is truth and properly arranged.” When this 
author’s Prodigal Son met with success on the stage, 
he wrote to a lady—*“ Had J been known to be the 
author, the piece would have been condemned. Men 
do not like to see the same person succeed in two 
kinds of writing. I made enemies enough by my 
(E£dipus and Henriade.” We are here reminded of an 
anecdote of a French wit, who, finding his reputation 
impeded by the hostility of the critics, resolved to adopt 
a little stratagem to assist him in gaining fame and 
money in spite of his enemies. He dressed himself in 
workmanlike attire, and repaired to a distant pro- 
vince, where he took lodgings at a farrier’s shop, 
in which he did a little work every day at the forge 
and anvil. But the greater part of his time was 
secretly devoted to the composition of three large 
volumes of poetry and essays, which he published 
as the works of a Journeyman Blacksmith. The 
trick succeeded—all France was in amazement: the 
poems of this “child of nature,” this “ untutored 
genius,” this “inspired son of Vulcan,” as he was 
now called, were immediately praised by the critics, 
and were soon purchased by everybody. The harm- 
less deceit filled the pockets of the poor poet, who 
laughed to see the critics writing incessant praises on 
an author whose every former effort they had made 
a point of abusing. 

That the critics of the last century deserved in some 
degree the epithets which were occasionally bestowed 
upon them, we are little disposed to doubt, when we 


recollect the ravings of the maniac Dennis, and the 
frantic truculence of Gilbert Stuart towards every 
| man who had earned a better reputation than himself. 
Mr D'Israeli has presented an appalling view of 
this man’s malignant proceedings as a critic, particu- 
larly with regard to worthy Dr Henry, author of a 
laborious history of Great Britain. Stuart had an 
Edinburgh Magazine, in which he endeavoured to de- 
molish—this was his favourite phrase—all the authors 
he hated. Not content with this, he wished he could 
transport himself to London, to multiply the attack 
from the Monthly and Critical Reviews. Writing to 
a friend about a journey which poor Henry was mak- 
ing to the metropolis, with a view to the disposal of 
his book, he says, with a fury absolutely fiendish, “I 
wish sincerely that I could enter Holborn the same 
hour with him. He should have a repeated fire to 
combat with. I intreat that you may be so kind as 
to let him feel some of your thunder. I shall never 
forget the favour. If Whitaker is in London, he could 
give a blow. Paterson will give him a knock. Strike 
by all means. The wretch will tremble, grow pale, 
and return with a consciousness of his debility.” 

The days of such literary savagism are past; but 
there was a middle period, not yet far receded from 
our own times, when criticism was not unfrequently 
abused, though chiefly under the influence of that 
party-spirit which still forms a medium of distortion 
for so. many other things. We are old enough to re- 
member when every aspirant in letters was regularly 
shown up in the worst light of which he was suscep- 
tible, in the review professing opposite politics to 
his own; and this was a practice which the public 
seemed to look upon complacently, as if it had been 
consonant with the purest principles of morality, or 
part of a system of things which it was needless 
to think of improving. During the reign of this 
abuse, two noted cases of mistake occurred. In 1808, 
a young nobleman published a volume of poetry little 
above mediocrity, pleading as an excuse for all defects 
the designation on his title-page—“a minor.” It 
was such a piece of harmless folly as young men 
are every day committing, and the book was posi- 
tively not worthy of a single remark of any kind from 
the pen of a contemporary critic. But the Edin- 
burgh Review saw and could not resist so glorious 
an opportunity of pillorying an aristocrat. It pounced 
upon the minor, and in four and a-half pages, very 
thoroughly satisfied the public that the book was, from 
beginning to end, “a dead flat.” “We beg leave,” 
says the critic, addressing the author, “ seriously to 
assure him, that the mere rhyming of the final 
syllable, even when accompanied by the presence of a 
certain number of feet; nay, although (which does 
not always happen) those feet should scan regularly, 
and heve all been counted regularly upon the fingers 
—is not the whole art of poetry. We would intreat 
him to believe, that a certain portion of liveliness, 
somewhat of fancy, is necessary to constitute a poem ; 
and that a poem in the present day, to be read, must 
contain at least one thought, either in a little degree 
different from the ideas of former writers, or diffe- 
rently expressed. We put it to his candour, whether 
there is anything so deserving the name of poetry in 
verses like the following,” &c. In conclusion—* But 
whatever judgment may be passed on the poems of 
this noble minor, it seems we must take them as we 
find them, and be content, for they are the last we 
shall ever have from him. He is, at best, he says, 
but an intruder into the groves of Parnassus. He 
never lived in a garret like thorough-bred poets; and 


‘though he once roved a careless mountaineer in the 


Highlands of Scotland,’ he has not of late enjoyed this 
advantage. Moreover, he expects no profit from his 
publication; and, whether it succeeds or not, ‘ it is 
highly improbable, from his situation and pursuits 
hereafter,’ that he should again condescend to become 
an author. Therefore let us take what we get and be 
thankful. What right have we poor devils to be nice? 
We are well off to have got so much from a man of this 
lord’s station, who does not live in a garret, but has the 
‘sway’ of Newstead Abbey. Again, we say, let us be 
thankful ; and, with honest Sancho, bid God bless the 
giver, nor look the gift horse in the mouth.” How 
unlucky! the poet here proclaimed a hopeless young 
ninny, four years after published Childe Harold’s 
Pilgrimage! In the other instance there was less 
difference between the critic’s award and the ultimate 
judgment of the public; but there was far less 
ground for the unfavourable judgment. A young 
man, brought up in a laborious employment in London, 
had published a volume of poems, which had received 
some favourable notice in an opposition paper—a cir- 
cumstance which had led to some intercourse between 
the poet and the editor of that print. Being thus 
stamped as a member of a set of obnoxious authors, he 
became a proper object for the wrath and scorn of 
William Gifford, who, in four pages of his review, dis- 
missed him thus :—* If any one should be bold enough 
to purchase this ‘ poetic romance,’ and so much more 
patient than ourselves as to get beyond the first book, 
and so much more fortunate as to find a meaning, we 
intreat him to make us acquainted with his success.” 
The poet thus condemned was Keats, a true and ori- 
ginal genius, if ever there was one, and whose poetry 
is slowly but steadily advancing in reputation. It 
was about the same time that the opposite organ 
commenced a paper on Wordsworth’s Excursion, with 
the derisive words, “ This will never do;” and soon 
after added, “ We give him (the poet of the lakes) 
up as altogether incurable, and beyond the power of 
criticism ;” this same Mr Wordsworth being now 
universally received as at the head of the living bards 
of his country. Shall we here venture, without in- 
curring a charge of too much ill nature, to quote an 
opinion of the Quarterly Review itself, given forth 
probably ip a moment of ultra candour a good many 
years ago:—“ Our critics have been, and continue 
tobe, the worst in Europe; the most shallow, the 
most contradictory, the most presumptuous !”* 

There is something, on the other hand, partly ludi- 
crous and partly melancholy in the effect which the 
merciless criticisms of past times had upon the unfor- 
tunate race of authors. Even the illustrious Newton 
was of so sensitive a frame of mind, that Whiston, from 
friendly feeling, abstained from publishing his criti- 
cism on the philosopher’s Chronology, lest it should 
have killed him. Such catastrophes are reported as 
having actually taken place. Hawkesworth, it is 
said, was the victim of a critical assassination; and 
the end of Bishop Stillingfleet was hastened by some- 
thing similar. The case of poor Kirke White is well 
known. When only seventeen, he published a volume 
of poems, in hopes of procuring by its sale sufficient 
money to enable him to go to college. An unfa- 
yourable notice of them in the Monthly Review of 
February 1804, lacerated his feelings. He wrote a 
letter, couched in mild terms, to the reviewers, who 
contented themselves with merely replying, in their 
printed answers to correspondents, that they sym- 
pathised with his expostulations. How grievously 
their criticism depressed and haunted his mind, may 


* See an article, understood to be by Southey, on the Engtish 
Poets, vol. xii., p. 61. 
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that young poet, On it, hi 

excited that he burst a blood-vessel, and this led to 
the consumption which carried him off at twenty- 
four, though not before he had written other poems 
even cape: to the ioe Moore tells us that the 
effect which the taunting critique of the Edinburgh 
Review had upon Byron “can only be'conceived by 
those who, besides having an adequate notion of what 
most poets would feel under such an attack, can-un- 
derstand all that there was in his temper and. dispo- 
sition to make him feel it with tenfold more aenteness. 
A friend who found him in the first moments of ex- 
citement after reading the article, inquired anxiously 


whether he had just received a challenge ? not knowing 


countenance of the young poet must have exhibited 
in the collected energy of that crisis. His pride had 
beén wounded to the quick, and his ambition hum- 
bled ; but this feeling of humiliation lasted but for a 
moment. The v re-action of his spirit against 
a ion roused him to a full consciousness of his 
own powers; and the pain and the shame of the in- 
were forgotten in the proud certainty of revenge.” 
rath was visible on the poet’s forehead till he had 
Telieved his mind in satirical rhyme : “ after the first 
twenty lines,” he said, “ he felt himself considerably 
better.” His responsive satire, which was published 
under the title of English Bards and Scotch Re- 


_ This brings us-to remark upon the obviousty bad 
pa —obvious to all but one party—of attempting 
te an unfavourable criticism. An author, re- 

ng to such things, except barely to vindicate him- 

on some point of fact, or of morality, is in a posi- 


national sagacity and dispassiona 
eet the right fashion on the subject of a vis 


if 
i 
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3 
: 


gee 
il 


to say all that ig sweet of certain authors, and even 
the productions of certain publishers, and to maintain 


hands | a proper appeagance of critical astuteness and dignity 


by speaking sharply and tauntingly of others towards 
whom they feel no such prepossession. It is some- 
times hinted that amphytrionic blandishments are 
found of avail in disposing critics to be favourable to 
books, and still more direct means of smoothing the 
aristarch’s frown are said to be—though this we can 
searcely —octasionally resorted to. Some 
critics there also, who, having written without 
much success on certain subjects themselves, cannot 
be restrained from taking up snappishly all who ven- 
ture into the same and the more so if these 


is of all men in whom it occurs, 
the inca ity of ever owning to an error: a re- 
clamant author may out the grossest misappre- 
hensions of fact and meaning to 4 critic, but no true 
son of Aristarchus ever will admit but that he was 
quite right, and this he generally contrives to make 
good by the use of a little dexterity. There is, finally, 
a sort of traffic of complaisance in reviewing, which is 
highly injurious to the credit of criticism generally 
It was held in especial detestation by the Rev 
Robert Hall, who, being intreated to puff a friend’s 
sermon, answered, “I must be excused; I have 
entirely done with reviewing; it is an occu of 


in such terms only as the occasion would justify, I 
should mortify instead of gratifying. In truth, re- 
viewing at the request of particular friends is a snare 
for the conscience. I never wished any person to 
review for me.” Frequent exactions of this kind were 
made upon Mr Hall, who as frequently remonstrated 
against their unreasonableness. “ Were such things 
determined by choice,” he says, “it is my deliberate 
opinion I wept ne going out of the world by any 
tolerable mode of death rather than incur the neces- 
sity of writing such articles. I must therefore beg and 
intreat I may not be urged again upon a subject’ so 
ineffably repugnant to all the sentiments of my heart.” 


SKETCHES IN NATURAL HISTORY. 

4 THE REIN-DEER. 
THERE are. few animals whose history has excited a 
greater degree of attention and interest than that of 
the rein-deer. This has arisen from obvious reasons. 
Perhaps no animal exists which is useful to a por- 
tion of mankind in so great a variety of ways. It 
is a remarkable anomaly to witness an entire 
depending on this si quadruped for nearly every- 
thing they possess. ithout it, extensive tracts of 
country would be altogether uninhabitable; while, 
by its means, a considerable nation is enabled not 


only to maintain their existence, but even to procure | also, 


many of the comforts of life, according to the notions 
they entertain of en 

Keeping in view two or three varieties established 
in Canada and the countries to the north of it, the 


to which it The form is robust, low, 
and heavy; the limbs short and stout; the hoofs 
broad, and deeply cleft ; the neck is rather short, a 


necessary 

antlers, which are often of large 
carried forward in a line ut little inclined from that 
of the back. The males are always ; the 


is gray, but when as with all animals 
Ss condition, this rule is often departed from ; 


gray continues to be the prevailing hue, 
there are very tly white hes on the head, 
shoulders, and feet ; it is generally by means of these 
markings that the rs are best able to recog- 
nise their respective animals, Instances are frequent 
of rein-deer being entirely white, and also white with 
blue spots. 

uees two fawns at a birth. 
‘he age thon fuss bus to wwe 


| Spitzbe and the other 


| spirits of wine, even when ke 


the horns are sometimes upwards of four fect 
lang; in the other sex they are constantly smaller. 
They have a broad palmate projection not far. from 
the , then describe a curve, the u part of 


‘which is directed forwards, and broadly palmate ; the 


deeply divided. ‘They constitute a powerful 
instrument of defence, for the animal has merely to 
turn its head downwards in order to present a formi- 
dable array of lengthened prongs to an assailant. It 
does not gore, like au ox, but defends itself by strik- 
ing downwards, for which the curvature of the horns 
The proper region rein may 
be said to lie between the 60th degree of latitude and 
the northern extremity of the continent, including 
islands of the Arctic 
ocean. The vicinity of the Arctic circle may be 
as its metropolis or chief residence, where the pecu- 
liarities of its organisation and habits are best adapted 


‘to the physical conditions of the country. 


regions 
where, during the greater of the year, the sur- 
‘of snow, and when the cold is so intense as to freeze 
t within an inhabited 
\hut, and where the brief warm summer affords 
ja scanty vegetation— 


' And tardy suns to deserts drear 
Give days and nights of half a year— 


. | in such regions the rein-deer finds » congenial place of 
. | abode, has all its powers and instincts most fally de- 


a 


and attains’ its highest — of utility to 
man. In Lapland, it can said to exist at 
all in a wild state, but herds of rein-deer are still 
found roaming at large in the forests of Dalecarlia. 
From its structure, the rein-deer is much = 


large 
for riding. When thus loaded, the progress of the 
animal comparatively slow, and its movements 


feres with the free motion of the head and limbs. 
The deer is guided by a slender rein attached to the 
urged forward either by the voice in a 
kind of halloo, or by a whip or a. Sec 
wrapped in furs, with no portion of his body ex 
except the face, and of that ‘as little as possible, the 
traveller is strapped down in his little crib, like a 
child in a cradle, with the arms and upper part 
of his body left~free. W he 
touches the deer with his thong, and off it starts at a 
rapid pace. If several start at the same time, t 


The harness is extremely light, and in no way inter- 


frozen river does not interrupt the Laplander’s 
career. | an ds deer to the height of his speed, 
he makes it d across the opening, even though 
it exceed seven feet in width, and the sledge follows, 
poeten Soe the impetus it has received, and partly 
rom the continu 


plander 
fo the i i » 
inexperienced eye, everything 


this bn and soon overspreads the 
horizon ; the , or the stars, which helped to 
uide the course, di ; and commonly the snow- 


individuals, they would now speedily each other’s 
company, were it not for the tinkling of the bells sus- 
ed from different parts of the ess. Should 
the journey be continued during a dense fog or snow- 
drift, it can only be at eenehdevtbls 
experienced then cease to be certain of the localities, 
and there are instances of travellers having beex 


change. 
' The rate of speed at which the rein-deer can travel 


be conceived from his own admission. “ This review,” 
says he, “ goes before me wherever I turn my ste 
and is, verily believe, an.instrument in the 
of Satan to drive me to déstrivetion.” So unfair di 
that review appear tone of its readers, Southey, 
that, with all the generosity of a;liigh mind, he ad- 
dressed a letter to the young poet, encouraging him 
; to persevere. A correspondence thus ensued between | 
them; and-when the spirit-wounded poet was re- 
Southey’s friendly liand that gathered his scattered 
works and gave them to the world. Daunted by the 
formidable barrier of criticism, the poet despaired 
of climbing the hill of fame, and he schooled his 
7 time through a less | new adventurers have met with some share of public 
hts were curbed and | approbationi—mruch like an elderly lady. who, dis- 
's applause came too — in love herself, tends to be vixenish about 
w generally understood the tender affairs of her nieces. A too constant 
ee of the early death of | suavity, a too frequent asperity, are likewise faults 
of crities, as'they are faults of men. Then there is 
| the affectation of parading a little knowledge over 
| and above what they have acquired from the book, 
| by way of showing how well they are-qualified for 
their task. Nor let us forget that-saddest of all 
| 
_ Where tapering grows the gloomy fir, 
‘And the stunted juniper 
Where the wolf and Arctic fox 
we te account for the Derce ance Of his looks. | 
It would indeed be difficult for sculptor or painter to | 
imagine a subject of more fearful beauty than the fine | 
| all others I dislike. I have read the sermon with 
|} much pleasure; but I am well aware how extra- 
: vagantly his friends at —— have always overrated : . 
| his talents; and were I to review and express myself | Laplanders, however, contrive to make it answer 
almost all purposes, including that of carrying bur- 
dens ; and in northern Russia, the Jungusians are 
: must be seen yoked to the pulk or sledge, and driven 
by a Laplander. The strength, speed, and bottom it. 
‘ viewers, soon silenced his enemies, for the talent | | then displays are, as is well known, surprising] t. 
visible in it could not be mistaken, 
r tion not much less false than he would be if he were | | . 
undertake to trumpet his own merits; and the public 
: mever comes heartily to his side. Goldsmith found 
f this whe. he resented the attacks of the London 7. 
r Review in a pamphlet which was completely dis- 
| diverge a little from each other, each choosing . 
the Quarterly, of which, as his friend Lamb ; : 
1 fifteen copies were sold to answer the fifteen thou- own path, as there is no beaten track to follow over 
; sand of the Review. It was reserved for the cool the uniform expanse of snow, often smooth and hard 
| as polished marble. Frequently does it happen, as 
— whirl along in their headlong career, that the 
— | pulk is thrown on its side, and hapless inmate 
= with hie body wresth sround his’ "Often, 
it up with bi yina i 
thet which assumes the form of entice. I therefore in descending » declivity, the sledge, owing to 
resolved to arm myself with the triple brass of | the momentum it has received, makes a 
j Horace against all the roving warfare of satire, | bound over a considerable space, sometimes becoming 
parddy, and ‘sarcasm; to laugh if the jest was a entangled in the traces, and overthrowing the deer 
: one, or, if otherwise, to let it hum and buzz Commonly, however, such accidents are but little 
It is to the observance of these rules,” _ European rein-deer may be considered as the type ; she. ong, 
he adda, “ti fter a life of thirty ye cod es plar of the animal, and slso by'far the e rapid course resumed. en a un- 
never | most interesting of them. It is not handsome 
been en any literary quarrel or con- 
twoversy ; iid, more pleesing result, that animal, compared with many others. of the tribe | 
personal friendship 
ries of all parties.” 
After all. if fault. | dangers of this mode travelling are considerable 
: when the parties gre overtaken with mist or snow- 
ae among the tame races, scarcely exceeding, at | obscurity in a certain region of the sky is at first seen ; 
shoulder, the height of the fallow-deer. Like most 
a cold country, the 
rein-deer is clothed with hair of two different sorts, 
one short and close, the other longer, looser, and of 
somewhat woolly appearance. It is longest under 
; much beings of @' the throat, and in winter increases in length over the 
former day, as are those remorseless ladies who kept | greater part of the body. In a wild state the colour 
their years without vouchsafing so 
much as a sm Criticism is not now a matter of 
sentiment as it once was; like many other things, 
; yery much a matter of business. The reviewer de- dashed over precipices. From this danger they are 
votes himself to a useful function in the public ser- | often, in such circumstances, saved by the instinctive 
fie say though | sagacity of the deer, which stops short before reaching 
or least occas | the brink, even when, to all appearance, the latter 
. malicious vidious spirit, they generally do , | cannot be seen ws the _—— If it be imprac- 
= duty which a te proceed, e Lap throws kaftan 
approv exceptions over his head, lies down among the snow, and covers 
of oF may be on gu. ney ang | himself with it, patiently waiting for favourable 
verted There , of course, such a thing females, and are shed, t t ormer in : 
favouritism amongst periodical critics ; a disposition November, of the latter commonly in May. In large Po 
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in this manner, and the distances it can accomplish at 
‘a ttretch, are variously stated, but always in such a 
nation its powers.: A 
hundred and fifty miles ha 
deer in twenty-four hours, and 
‘three deer in thirteen hours. 
case of emergency, a 
which ed in "he of Drottingholm, 
a distance of 124 English 
‘miles, in forty-eight hours, after this almost. in- 
credible exertion, fell down and expired. An individual 
ingot condition can easily trot.ten. miles in.an hour, 
perhaps gallop nearly double that distance in the 
same space of time ; but that rate of speed cannot be 
‘kept up beyond the hour. In a comparative trial of 
speed, one deer performed 3089 feet 
minutes, which is at the rate of 25 feet 8 inches in 
4the second, and nearly nineteen miles in the hour. 
The Laplander affirms that a couple of good rein-deer 
enable him “ to change his horizon three times in the 
twenty-four hours ;” that is, they can travel three 


times the t distance they can see at starting, 
‘which, in clear weather in these latitudes, iseomputed 
at about a hundred miles, 


Every Lapland family is possessed of rein-deer 
of them ofa smaller number than fifty, .aany 
several hundreds, and a few of upwards of a thousand. 
The latter number is regarded as constituting wealth, 
and the fortunate possessor is looked upon as having 
reached the height of good fortune, although he adds 
but little to his enjoyments beyond his neighbours, 
randy, 


3 few 
of 


pt perhaps in a more liberal allowance o 

which the Laplanders are excessively fond 
tending und treatment of these herds form nearly the 
sole occupation of the Laplander, The female pro- 
duces her young in the month of March, for some 
time after which she is generally milked twice a-day ; 
this, one of the most interesting scenes in the whole 
economy of the Laplanders, has. been thus deseribed : 
— Towards evening the rein-deer are driven from 
the mountains to the tents. Their arrival is first 
announced by the barking of the dogs, who run round 
the herd to keep the animals “agenet Soon the 
whole herd is descried, forming a closely packed 


ve been travelled with one | 


inches in'two 


mass, | portunity to depart 


which moves along like a gray cloud. As the animals. 


approach nearer, the horns become a prominent object, 
resembling a moving leafless forest, and very various 
in their form and size, The fawns push through 
among the full-grown animals, and we at last hear a 
crack ing noise, produced by the movement of their 
legs, and resembling the sound of burning fir-trees, 
or rather that of electric sparks. Here and there is 
heard a sound somewhat like the grunting of swine. 
‘Near the tents there is a circular enclosure, provided 
with two openings or doors. When the rein-deer 
approach it, they press closely together in order to 
enter, and one sees only the moving mass and the ee 
or a@ wrong , a dog immediately pursues it, 
and the soon seen running "back to the 
herd at full 
now stand cecsty packed together in the fence, 
and are so tame, that a stranger can touch them 
without trouble or danger. In the centre of the en- 
closure there is a small erection to which the animal 
is strongly bound during the milking, in order that it 
may not — and upset both the milk and 
the milker. The milking is’ performed by men, 
os 

particular man, and is accomplished in the follo 
manner :—This individual is accurately acquain 

with every animal, even in a herd of several hundred, 
-and knows if it is a male or female, and if it is milked 
or not. He goes with a noose in his hand, and throws 
it so dexterously over the horns of the animal he 
wishes to secure, that he never fails in his aim, even 
ata distance of fifteen or twenty yards, and when 
many individuals are standing between him and his 


As soon as the noose is round the 
horns, the animal is d to the milking place, and 
then securely tied ; another animal is afterwards taken 


in the same way, and so on till all have been milked. 
The skill of the Laplanders in the use of this noose 
can only be compared to that of the savages of Africa, 
or the bull-takers in Brazil.”* From tno milk thus 
obtained, which is of a rich quality, and by no means 
—— flavour, resembling that of ewe, an 
excellent kind of cheese is prepared, and what is not 
designed for immediate use is suspended from the roof 
of the huts in the dried stumachs of the deer. 

During the summer months the Laplander, in the 
interior of the country, subsists almost entirely on 
rein-deer milk, which is frequently mixed with a kind 
of sorrel, and boiled (without being rendered delete- 
rious) in an uncoated copper vessel. Another of his 
of is the stalk of wees 
ange! (angelica archangelica ), a common plant 
our own country, which gor raw, after removing 
the outer fibres. He never kills a rein-deer except in 
the autumin, as it is only in that season that the 
is in good condition. One of the principal causes of 
the lean, almost emaciated, state of the deer in spring 
and early sum is the attacks of a species of two- 

fly, the vus tarandi, an insect of similar 
to the (. Bovis, which infests the ox in this 
eountry, and produces the exerescences on the skin 


*Blom's Konigreich Norwegen statistisch beschrieben, trans 
late din Edin. New Phil. Jour., vol. xxxiv. p. 955, 


exclusively to a | #re 


called wurbles or the rein- 
deer, in like manner, pierces the skin aud: ite an | 


‘under the: cutiole,,where the; Jarvwe,are-hetehed, | th 


and live in a little cist or cavity, (feeding on thelymph | 
the continual irnitation of the parte 
dread the deer manifest; at the approach o 


fly is excessive. Linnwus says they. cannot 


a minute, no, aot a moment, without 


starting, puffing, and blowing , continually. 
ven though .a herd of, perhaps five hundred | 
rein-deer there might not have been above ten of these 


flies, yet-every one of the herd was observed to tremble, 
and kept pushing, its neighbour about. They are 
likewise much annoy 
(Tabamis tarandinus ), similar to.the cleg and breeze- 
flies which are so troublesome to horses in this,country. 
To avoid these enemies, and also the plague of 
which in many parts of 
summer, is perfectly intolerable both to man and 
beast, herds are commonly removed towards. the 
confines of Norway, where the longer, continuance of 
the snow mitigates the evil. Other migrations are 
undertaken at different seasons, occasioned chiefly by 
the necessity of obtaining,.by change of locality, a 
more abundant supply of food. Many writers have 
affirmed, that it is indispensably necessary that the 
rein-deer should be taken every year to the sea-coast, 
as the influence of the sea-water is supposed to be 
essential to their welfare. This, however, appears to 
be by no means the case, the sole cause of their repair- 
ing thither being quest of food. In search of this they 
are often conveyed to islands some distance from the 
shore, which is accomplished by tying one or two deer 
to the stern of the boat and dragging them along with 
it, when the whole herd follow. ey swim with 
great facility, owing to the breadth of their feet, and 
are so buoyant, that a considerable part of the body is 
kept above water. Although no instinctive impulse 
seems to operate in leading rein-deer to the sea-coast, 
the fact is unquestionable, that they show a decided 
inclination to return to the interior of the country at 
a certain season; and if not driven in that direction 
before the end of August, they will take the first op- 
their own accord. 
During the summer, they feed upon such h 
as they can obtain, and are particularly ial to the 
young shoots of the birch, willow, and some other 
shrubs. In winter, their chief subsistence consists of 
various kinds of lichens, and, above every other, of 
that kind named rein-deer moss, a plant which grows 
abundantly on barren moors throughout the greater 
part of the north of Europe. Its general height in this 
country is from two to three inches, but in Lapland 
it is said by Linnzus to grow so luxuriantly as to be 
sometimes a foot high. ‘lo the rein-deer it is an un- 
failing resource ; and even during a short halt in 
their lengthened and toilsome journeys, they are 
rally able to refresh themselves by a few mouthfuls, 
obtained by removing the snow with their broad 
hoofs, assisted at times with their horns. With a 
peculiar delicacy of sense, with which it seems to be 
the express purpose, the rein-deer at once 
the spot where the moss grows, even though 
under a deep covering of snow ; and it has never been 
observed to remove the latter in search of food when 
lying upon a frozen lake, although to human observa- 
there was nothing to indicate the existence of ice 
below. These ani have a singular inclination to 
feed on lemmings ; and when these little creatures 
migrating in countless hordes, no inconeiderable 
number fall victims to this unaccountable and seem- 
i unnatural propensity. 
arious attempts, as might have been expected, 
uave been made to introduce an animal of so much 
interest into this country, but they have been attended 
with very little success. The e of Athol set a 


number at large on his extensive Hi 


ee) the garden of the Zoological 
up two years in e i 

Society of London, and was fed almost entirely on 

provender. But no attempt hitherto made gives m 

encouragement to the hope that we shall succeed in 
natu the rein-deer. It is not very easy to ac- 
count for It may be remarked, however, as a 
general animals ous to a northern 
climate have much more difficulty in i 

themselves to a southern one than conversely ; the 
conditions under which northern animals live are 
much more difficult to supply by artificial means 
than those necessary for the well-being of such as are 
natives of a warm climate. Hence the small number 


partly 
owing to its in for which it t 


ed by a kind of blood-sucking fly’ 


Lapland, during the heat of | and retained 


= — 
if it be 20 strong in the first instance, that the want 
an opportunity of gratifying it is injurious or fatal to 
the animal, it is not easy to see where these modified 
generations are to come from... 


MY UNCLE’S DRESSING-GOWN. 
Wrrn my earliest recollections of Uncle Watson, are 
associated an old blue dressing-gown, which he wore 
for many years, in ve of the dilapidated condition 

of the garment and the remonstrances of his friends. 
My Uncle Watson had the reputation of being a 
little miserly in his disposition. I have no reason to 
say 80; for he made myself and my sister a handsome 
present every birth-day. -His.enemies said he was 
poor; ‘had that been the-case, he could, on each occa- 
sion, have easily given us something less expensive, 
tai enough to buy himself a new robe-de- 
chambre. ill, this opinion was somewhat corrobo- 
rated, when I asked him one day why he did not pro- 
vide himself with a new one? . “ Oh,” he replied, “ if 
I once begin, there is no knowing where such expenses 
will end.” On looking around, I could not help think- 
ing that.a few pounds, laid out in furniture, would have 
increased the old gentleman’s comfort. He lived ina 


q 
ginally, he bought it second-hand. The. pattern 
only visible here and there, so variegated was it 
darnsand patches. His usual seat was an old 
gére chair, which, when it came into his possession, 
was stuffed with horse hair; bat the hair had 
dually di leaving the seat as bare and 
my s head. His writing-desk could never 
closed, in consequence of the bad condition of one 
its hinges. His book-case had but one door; 
most of his books were in worn-out bindings, or 
bindings at all; the oval looking-glass had a 
in it, and a part of the window-curtain hung 
unintentional festoon, in consequence of the dro; 
of a nail; the footstool wanted a leg, and the fender 
a foot; in short, the scene of my uncle in his study 
was one of decay and dilapidation. 

As if to render this eccentricity the more remark- 
able, = at home and my uncle abroad seemed . 
two different persons. Though he spent the most 
of his time with either a pen or a book in his hand, 
his habits were not unsocial. He often joined 
father’s quiet dinners. Had you seen him at 
times, you would have imagined that, instead of having 
emerged from his foriorn sanctum, he had stepped out 
of a band-box, The nicest attention to the toilet was 
observable in riche part of his attire. His spotless 
shoes were fastened by a broad buckle of the brightest 
silver; his silken hose were without a wrinkle; his 


pearance was much inereased by the queue whi 
powder in spite o tax. Then, the sprightly polite- 
ness of his manners contrasted strongly vith hie almost 
slothful ease when secluded in his study. He wasa 
roblem which no one could solve; many had their 
eories concerning him, but none appeared to be 
more absurd than my sister’s: “Depend upon it,” 
she would declare in the midst of a discussion on the 


old dressing- gown 
It is astonishing with what tenacity some persons 
cularly women) will often cling to a particular 
i be it ever so extravagant and unreasonable. It 
Was thus with sister, With that total indepen- 
dence of receiv 


domestic habits of Uncle Watson were owing 
to the old ret and, in the fulness 
y bought a handsome 
that which are ticketed up in the drapers’ 


a and tassel. When exhibited it to us, we 
laughed outright at the monstrous ex 


once. If 
and upon his back in six, I shall be satisfied. 
know the old one cannot last for ever; it will drop off 
some day soon, I am certain.” was no sa 
are 8 ly persey 

tious approaches. At. first she up a di 
position ; she intreated my uncle to get his 

gown washed, well knowing it would fall to pieces 
the operation. So much, however, had been sai 

first to last about the unfortunate pi Caen 
that the topic, like the subject of it, was a worn 
shaw that he was 


of it, b t to my sister to mind her 
“Of'yours; eh, uncle?” she said, archly 


| 
| | 
| small but pretty cottage in the suburbs of London; 
and one of the parlours was converted into a study, in : 
which he mostly sat. The furniture was nearly as old 
as the dressing-gown. My uncle boasted that his carpet 
had been in wear ever since he occupied the house, 
1 
, = | nether garment without a speck. The double-breasted : 
white waistcoat, and neatly crimped ohne 
showed that his laundry was conducted by a ski ; 
hand. The venerable respectability of his whole 
, | subject-——" depend upon it, all OWlng to that mu 
ghland moors, but 
they speedily died out. Mr Bullock brought from 
Norway a herd of a hundred, accompanied by a. Lap- 
land family. These the writer of this remembers _ 
seeing exhibited in Edinburgh, and the deer then would insist that the broken furniture and careless ; 
erenenes to him to be in a drooping and sickly con- 
dition. Some of them were afterwards let loose 
among the Pentland Hills, a locality thought to be 
f well adapted to them, and in certain parts of which 
we have seen their favourite lichen growing in some 
red silk, and made to fasten round the waist with 
= ever wear a = 
and see,” said my sister; “there is no hurry. I 
do not expect to be able to effect my object all at 
of Arctic animals found in our menageries, although it | 
might be expected that the establishment of zoological 
gardens so far north as Edinburgh and Dublin would 
now afford facilities for their acclimation. 1t is pro- 
bable thas in the case of the rein-deer the difficulty of | ’ 
| 


ay 
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The day after this achievement Uncle Watson dined 
with us. As the time approached for his return, a 
violent storm began, and Mrs Muddle, with com- 
mendable foresight, placed his dressing-gown and 
slippers before the study fire. The storm raged more 
violently, and every now and then the careful body 
looked in to see if the wrapper was getting warm, and 
to place it nearer to the grate. At length my uncle’s 
knock was heard. The moment he got admitted, he 
smelt a strong and unpleasant odour; it was some- 
thing like a mixture of burnt cork and the steam of 
bad soup. “ Something burning,” heremarked. Alas, 
poor gentleman! had he known what was on fire, he 
would have expressed himself a little more strongly. 
He opened the door of his study; it was filled with 
smoke; he rushed to the fire-place, and there beheld 
his cherished dressing-gown smouldering gradually 
away ; one skirt already consumed, and the left arm 
in imminent peril. My uncle promptly tore the trea- 
sured ruin from the chair, it up in the hearth- 
rug, and having completely extinguished the fire, 
stood struggling with sorrow; as if he yearned to 
perform—like Mark Antony with the mantle of Cesar 
—a funeral oration over the rags. 

It is not on record whether my uncle slept that 
night. I rather think, by his haggard appearance next 
morning, that he had not. At all events he was 
considerably more gay in outward appearance than 
in inward spirits, for conceive my astonishment to 
find him, when I called, bedizened in the flaming new 
dressing-gown! I could scarcely believe my eyes, so 
completely were they dazzled by the brown, green, 
and crimson. I shook the old gentleman’s hand in 
hearty congratulation, and expressed how delighted 
my sister would be with ber triumph. But my uncle 
did not appear grateful for the present; he cast a 
rueful glance at his faded slippers ; and well he might, 
for they were a bad match to the new dressing-gown. 

It became evident, after a few days’ wear, that the 

id garment did not increase my uncle’s comfort. 

ile writing, he could not, as heretofore, wipe his pen 

on the cuff—a great deprivation and check of his free- 
will. The taking a pinch of snuff, also, became a far 
more elaborate process than heretofore ; he dreaded 
lest any should fall on the silk facings. While inducting 
himself into his uneasy chair, he felt it incumbent on 
him to draw the skirts aside, lest he should crease 


Age had been kind to ; 
still possessed a tall upright figure: his thinned, 
whitened locks, and the gravity of his fea- 


able match to the dressing-gown ; for it exhibited its 
the “ begetteth change,” completed 
ution. Old-fashioned worn-out rickety tables 
and chairs standing upon a beautiful new carpet, 
showed like patches upon the face of Venus, or Gobe- 
lin tapestries in a broker's shop. My uncle could not 


endure the discrepancy. Besides, the 
soft to his feet (for the wafer-like thinness 
sli 


place of the s bergére. My uncle, however, 
made a stout stand at the table. He tried repairs; 


yard after a high wind. Upon this my uncle fell into 
a furious, reckless state of despair. He sent for an 
upholsterer, gave him a carte-blanche, and, i 
to face the effects of his rashness, rushed into the 
country; but not before the bewildered Mrs Muddle 
had given him legal warning to quit. 

Though it is only a twelvemonth ago that my uncle 
returned to his renovated domicile, yet you would be 
astonished at the alteration which has taken place in 
the whole of his habits, mental as well as external. 
Call at any time, and you will find him precisely the 
same man he used only to be in company—cheerful 
and chatty. The manner in which he now lives has 
proved to the world that he is neither a miser nor a 
misanthrope. That he is not poor has been evidenced 
towards my dear sister in a most agreeable manner. 
She had long been engaged to a schoolfellow of mine, 
a worthy person, whom circumstances had pre- 
vented from marrying. Uncle Watson, knowing this, 
bought the other day a small estate, on which he has 
granted her a life-rent, on condition that she does 
feudal service, by annually presenting him with a new 
dressing-gown. The end of my story is, that she was 
married last week ; the whole string of events being, 
she still reiterates, entirely owing to that “ musty old 
dressing-gown.” 


THE ORGAN AND WHITE-MICE BOYS OF 
LONDON. 


Tue number of poor Savoyard and Italian boys who 
are found loitering in the streets of London and 
other large towns, endeavouring, as they best can, to 
excite compassion and charity, cannot but surprise 
the most casual observer. The obvious way of ac- 
counting for so large an influx of foreign children to 
perform the part of mendicants, would be distress in 
the lands of their birth, for how else should they leave 
the sunny regions of the south for the less genial clime 
to which they have wandered? But such a theory is 
only a structure of the imagination. The organ and 
white-mice boys, as they are generally called, are 
not paupers on their own account; they are merely 
so many convenient instruments for exciting volun- 
tary contributions from the compassionate—a certain 
class always ready to impart a trifle on the score of 
feeling, without any deliberate consideration of the 
consequences. In a word, the Savoyard and Italian 
boys are part of a mechanism of alms-extortion, and, 
as such, must be viewed as so much animate stock in 
the hands of the great capitalists, who employ them 
for their own advantage. Seeing that capital is 
always ready to be embarked on every undertaking 
which promises a return, no matter what it be, need 
it excite in us any wonder that a portion of it should 
be adapted to an enginery for playing upon the easily- 
excitable feelings of Englishmen? Not but that we 
have seen organ and white-mice boys in France, where 
they are as much a curiosity as in England. In that 


ducted in England; and we, moreover, imagine that 


But let us see what is the mécanique of the great 
feudatories who import these poor boys for this kind 


apprenticeship for a certain term of years; the agents 
agreeing that the children shall be clothed and fed, 
and at the end of the stipulated period, sent back to 


import that something was to be learned, but what 
learning there can be in the art of turning the handle 
of an organ, is not easily seen ; it reminds one of the 
sage advice given to Goldsmith by the schoolmaster, 
that if he wished to follow a genteel profession, he 
should, by all means, bind himself for seven years to 


brilliant recommendation. The truth is, the contract 
of apprenticeship is never fulfilled. On arriving in 
London, the unfortunate young strangers are re- 
ceived into a crowded den in one of the back streets 
of Whitechapel, Drury Lane, or Westminster, to be 
herded with a host of other victims. Every morning 
they are sent into the streets to excite the pity of 
the public—some with white-mice, some with bar- 
rel piano-fortes, others with organs, and not a few 
with dressed monkeys. ‘The repositories of these 
objects, one would fancy, must be of a very odd de- 
scription, and, viewed as property, be worth consider- 
able sums. Each piano-forte—a portable thing, re- 
sembling a small bookcase carried in front of the 
cost less than from eight to ten 
pounds; yet. some proprietors send out daily from 
ten to twenty of them, besides as many organs equally 
valuable. For the use of any one object of attraction, 
a certain sum is exigible per day—an organ, for ex- 
ample, being charged four or five shillings, while a 
few white-mice may be rated at sixpence. What- 
ever be the sums laid down by this cruel tariff, their 
yment is enforced with relentless avarice; and we 
have heard it stated, that whatever the wanderers 
collect short of the allotted sum, it is stopped out of 
their food. Frequently, these poor boys may be seen 
in the streets at late hours of the night begging 
piteously; because, having been unable to collect the 
stipulated sum, they dread chastisement from their 
hard-hearted employers. When their services cease to 
be profitable, they are sometimes turned adrift to shift 
for themselves. Thus thrown upon the world, they 
are ready for any other craft of a migratory order. 
Some find their way to the large provincial towns, 
where organ and white-mice capitalists conduct busi- 
ness on a small scale. Others probably become vend- 
ers of plaster casts of “ images,” either on their own 
account or that of the fabricators of such articles. 
Humble as is this peripatetic employment, let it not 
be passed by with anything like a sneer. We have 
always esteemed the image boys as serving a useful 
purpose in our semi-rude state of society. Disse- 
minating objects of taste, no matter how inferior in 
execution or material, these poor foreigners may be 
said to impart the first sentiment of love for the 
tasteful and beautiful in the homes of our artisans 
and peasantry. 

It is not, however, of the possible benefit which 
society may in this or any other way derive from the 
vagrant mission of the Italian boys which we have 
now to speak. Our object is to attract the attention 
of benevolent Englishmen to the wretched condition, 
morally and intellectually, in which they are generally 
found in their head-quarters, the metropolis. With- 
out abating the claims of native poor, surely some- 
thing ought to be done towards their melioration. 
It is neither safe nor creditable to allow them to 
grow up in heathen ignorance in the midst of a great 
city. Already a step has been taken in this good 
cause. A school for the instruction of poor Italian 
boys, we are glad to learn, has been established in 
Hatton Garden. ‘The efforts which have set this 
infant establishment on foot deserve encouragement, 
and we proceed to give an account of it, derived from 
the report of a correspondent. 

When the projectors of this school first commenced 
their arrangements, between two and three hundred 
pupils presented themselves to be instructed; but in 
the course of a few weeks, many of their masters for- 
bade their attendance, and the number was reduced 
to between eighty and ninety, consisting of adults as 
well as children. They are taught English history, 
writing, and such branches of drawing as are avail- 
able for mechanical trades. At the last examination, 


from their 

Yet, not even for a probable good, should the pre- 
sent wicked system of im g per- 
mitted to continue. We believe the law cannot well 


meed of ; and ing but ill result 
praise nothing good w 


4 suppress the practice, so long as it is conducted under 
af i most 


Pp; perhaps the 


a rag which depended from the skirt. Upon this sitting and reception room being the study, he began 
the old gentleman laughed heartily, and my sister, | to feel a little ashamed of its furniture; and one day, 
finding him in such a good humour, was thrown off | when my wicked sister had brought some friends to 
her guard, and too rashly mentioned her purchase. | exhibit my uncle in his fancy-dress, he actually con- | Their native country. The word apprenticestip Wo 
know, invited her to lay out her hen ab > ae hira to leave it to her. He consented; in four-and- 
which was, in all conscience, little enough—for ? twenty hours the floor of “that house” was adorned 
But he would punish her ; he would not even look at | with a beautiful Brussels, which turned out an admir- 
it. «No no, child,” he concluded ; * this will last my 
time.” My sister was much disappointed with this 
interview, and declared that it had put her schemes 
back at least a month. But this time she was mis- turn a cutler’s wheel. The profession of the organ 
é taken. boys may, in this view of the matter, be remarkably 
My uncle’s domestic establishment appeared com- F 
Jy eaique to whoever had seen his aged house- genteel, but it would not appear to possess any other 
of This capacious lady had gone through quite 
as much service in her generation, and was as nearly 
worn out, as his dressing-gown. Mrs Muddle, who 
had—like her cap and her sable habiliments—seen | tive), that he was constantly reminded, by a parity 0 
better days, could not, by any arts of rape f or | reasoning, of the hardness of his seat; so that the next 
interest, be brought over to my sister’s side of the | time we visited him, a luxurious fauteuil stood in the 
found her to the od Gresing-gown ss | 
bound her to the old dressing-gown as firmly as if 
on its existence, more than on that of her master, | but the hopeless piece of goods was past them; the 
depended the tenure of her place; which, to all ap- | new glue tore open the old joints; and one morning, 
pearance, was by no means a badone. Her reverence | on my uncle coming down to breakfast, he found his 
and respect for the unsightly garment was only second | favourite piece of furniture strewing the flowery ex- 
to that which she felt for the wearer. To have re- nse of carpet with detached boards, like a timber- 
moved that object from her daily sight would have 
deranged her ideas, and “ put her out” in the routine 
compromising negative to being or in per- 
suading my uncle to wear the new 
: “ Still,” said my sister, handing her the parcel about 
a week after the first failure, “ there can be no objec- 
tion to its remaining here for the present ; for in the 
end, you know, Mrs Muddle, it may come in fora 
} gown for you.” The old lady was mollified, and 
locked it away with the groceries in the store-closet. 
| 
A 
them. Neither, as was his former wont, could he with 
propriety dust the edges of a book, on removing it from | 
the shelves, with the skirt; nor use them to give the 
’ last sy he oem to his silver shoe-buckles. In | which took place on the 10th of November, some of 
symptoms of one tribe when it ps : nowledge. It a , from the manuscri - : 
4 In spite of all this, Uncle Watson became his new | °f ¢*uberance required for importing and employing | Fonses of the establishment do not exceed two pounds 
boys on the large scale on which the trade is con- per week ; yet the funds are in a languishing condi- 
ee | tion. ‘The teachers, much to their credit, act gra- , 
the pa yee ith all their appeal fine arts, are taitensly. The benevolent exertions of the individuals 
8, completely 5 unting appearance | not encouragers wandering | who have set this scheme on foot, deserve the high 
. arra a as i wn i 
| habitants of our own island. 
| 
; on 
he looked in the cracked glass. a of vassalage. The mode of proceeding is usually 
, The news of my uncle’s change of habits spread this :—Each of these traffickers in children employs 
like wildfire, and he was for some weeks besieged agents in various parts of Italy and Savoy, whose effective check would consist in the Dardiuan 
business it is to induce parents, by the temptation of | Italian governments taking upon themsclves the 
were calls on his new dressing-gown. His a small premium, to engage their sons in a species of | duty of enlightening the deluded parents upon the 
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real condition to which their o' will be re-| and cruel. Impelled by the demoniac passions of this | communication received by us with highly becom- 

duced when sent to wander over streets of our | virago, to ing gravity. And. on ended cur 

own police to put a stop to practice, whi » w ity as a military | I have mentioned that the other object con- 

as was supposed, the stability of the | spicuous from the river is the ancient cathedral ; this, 

At first interesting in its way, excited in us 

open trial, i g represen neither admiration nor awe. Like a tt many other 

SUMMER LOITERINGS IN FRANCE. the of thi would be doubtful, he consented that public buildings in France, it waa 

mae, should riva tched. ve Crillon | siderable repairs at the time of isi 
Our descent of the Loire from Orleans was for a | refused to upon himself the execution of this dis- more apro' 


voyage of five hours, the small steamer having been 
considerably assisted by the current, and would re- 
quire double the length of time for its return. Blois, 
on whose beach we were now landed, occupies one of 
the most picturesque situations adjoining or within a 
considerable distance of the river. On the face and 
summit of two conspicuous mounts, commanding a 
splendid outlook over the Loire and the sunny south, 
and in the hollow between these rising grounds, the 
town has sprung up, a creation of unquiet times. In 
the present day, the streets, narrow and irregular, 
remain much what they were centuries ago; but, as 
at Orleans, a spirit of improvement has broken out 
among the authorities, and the town las been faced 
towards the river with a row of well-built private 
mansions and hotels, which overlook an open thorough- 
fare and line of quay. 

The external aspect of Blois has likewise been 
benefited by the erection over the Loire of a spacious 
stone bridge of eleven arches, with a neat obelisk 
rising from its centre. Near the quays, at the extre- 
mity of the bridge, another object, still more at- 
tractive, is an avenue of lofty trees shadowing an 
agreeable promenade, the resort of all classes of in- 
habitants who feel inclined to loiter out of doors. 
Such spots, however, are common in France, and 
Blois is no way remarkable for this or any other of 
its places of public resort. 

Towering above river, promenade, and town, the 
most conspicuous objects of all are the ancient castle 
of Blois, situated on the western, and the cathedral 
on the eastern knoll. To ascend to these, first by 
badly paved alleys, and afterwards by flights of steps, 
is a duty incumbent on every tourist, for they are 
numbered among the most interesting objects on the 
Loire. In our own case, this was done with somewhat 
less than the usual hurry ; for, induced by the kind- 
ness of a friend, an English resident, who had much 
to tell and show us, we remained several days in the 
town and its neighbourhood. Let me take the reader 
along with us on our first visit of curiosity to the old 
castle, or palace, as perhaps it should more properly 
be entitled. 

After scrambling up various steep lanes and stairs, 
we arrive at an open esplanade, having the massive 
buildings of the chateau on its western side, the 
whole, as it seems, springing out of the precipitous 
sides of the rock on which it had many centuries ago 
been planted. Entering the portal under the charge 
of a female concierge, we are ushered through the 
front building into an irregular but large court en- 
vironed with edifices in different styles of different 
eras, and in different states of preservation. What 
a scene of fallen grandeur! On our left, and conse- 
quently from the back overlooking the south, is the 
more ancient and least ornamental part of the struc- 
ture, supposed to have been built by Louis XI. In 
our front is an unfinished structure in the Grecian 
style, now used as a barrack, and at whose windows 
may be pictured sundry soldiers furbishing their ac- 
coutrements. On our right is a building worth all 
the rest, the portion reared by Francis I, in that 
highly ornamental style of architecture known in 
France as that of the renaissance. This renaissance 
one never hears a word of in England, and it is only 
on getting pretty well into the heart of France that 
it comes prominently into notice, and always in con- 
nection with Francois Premier, a contemporary of 
our Henry VIIL, and whose taste for the magnificent, 
as well as his encouragement of learning, have shed a 
lasting glory round his memory, notwithstanding 
many serious defects of character. The renaissance 
style of architecture may be classed with the modern 
Italian, but is more light and ornamental; windows, 
doors, chimney-tops, and other prominent being 
largely embellished with pture, and otherwise 
tastefully disposed. The pile which we have now 
come to visit, both in front and in the lofty over- 
hanging rear, is of this graceful order, but greatly 
damaged revolutionary violence and neglect. 
The whole is in the present day empty, silent, and 
desolate, though still covered from the weather, and, 
till lately, employed as — for common soldiers, 
Francis the Illustrious died in 1547, and before the 
poe he had erected at Blois was half a century old, 
t became the scene of a tragedy as reckless and b! 


y 
as that which took place in the palace of Holyrood at 
nearly the same era. Blois was in these times one of 
the principal royal residences in France, and here 
Henry IIL, along with his queen-mother, Catherine 
of Medici, held court in the autumn of 1588. Henry 
was weak and cowardly, his mother bold, audacious, 


honourable plan ; it was therefore intrusted to Lagnac, 
first chamberlain of the king, and captain of forty-five 
Gascon noblemen of the new royal guard. i 

to one account, the king distributed forty-five daggers 
among these attendants, giving them at the same time 
directions for their use. Another account states that 
nine of the more resolute were selected at the recom- 
mendation of their captain to accomplish the bloody 
deed. It is at least certain, that a number of these 
armed assassins were placed in the king’s cabinet, im- 
mediately in front of the tapestry which covered the 
doorway, with injunctions to fall upon and stab their 
hapless victim as soon as he attempted to enter, in obe- 
dience to a message from his majesty. The duke, who 
had come to Blois with his brother the cardinal, was 
warned of a plot maturing against him, and advised to 
fly; these friendly hints, however, he would not listen 
to, and resolved to abide the worst that might happen. 
While still agitated with doubts as to his safety, a 
courteous message was delivered from his royal master, 
requesting an interview. He obeyed the summons. 
Having ascended the grand staircase, and entered 
the outer hall of the king’s apartments, he felt some 
dismay at seeing the door shut, and in charge of a 
double guard. He preserved, nevertheless, a calm 
exterior, and saluted the bystanders as usual; but 
when about to enter the cabinet, and in the act of 
drawing aside the tapestry, he was stabbed with 
several daggers, and before he could draw his sword, 
he fell dead on the floor, exclaiming, “ God have mercy 
on me.” This event occurred on the 23d of December 
1588 ; and on the following day the cardinal de Lor- 
raine was similarly assassinated in another part of the 
palace. It is mentioned as a further instance of the 
mean and sanguinary disposition of the king, that 
after the murder of La Balafré, when the body lay 
stretched out with a mock cross of straw on the breast, 
he came to view the remains of his victim, which he 
kicked on the face with his foot, exclaiming, “Je ne 
le croyais pas aussi grand”—I did not think he was 
80 great. ith the death of the Duke of Lorraine and 
his brother perished the last heads of the powerful 
family of Guise. Yet the double murder brought no 
peace to royalty. The church, the sorbonne, and 
several of the principal cities, declared against him, 
and his assassination was openly preached. His end 
was at hand. He was stabbed, August 1, 1589, in the 
camp of St Cloud, by a raving fanatic, and died next 
day. With him terminated the house of Valois, and 
Henry of Navarre, the first of the Bourbons— the 
oe Henry Quatre of French history— in his 
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With the recollection of such dismal transactions, 
but also remembering that the chateau of Blois was 
for centuries the scene of many a gay spectacle, we 
enter the deserted edifice, commencing with the great 
hall once used for the assembly of the Estates. This 
large apartment, which measures about a hundred feet 
in length by sixty in breadth and as many in height, 
appears to be a relic of a more ancient structure in- 
cluded in the restorations of Francis. Its lofty and 
dark wooden roof is supported by pointed arches on 
pillars springing in the present day from a damp and 
cold earthen floor—the place of military exercise, a! 
parently, when the weather will not permit a 
out of doors. Not a vestige of furniture is seen in 
this once magnificent hall ; and containing nothing to 
excite interest, we ascend the staircase in front, lead- 
ing to the floors formerly occupied by Henry ITT. and 
his mother. The stair, which is of stone, and of the 
spiral form, is finely sculptured, and affords an 
entrance at each landing to a suite of melancholy 
apartments. Those which interested us most were the 
ante-chamber and cabinet where the hapless Balafré 
received his death wounds, They remain as they had 
been left by royalty, but empty and gloomy, the ex~- 
traordinary thickness of the walls giving the appear- 
ance of a prison. In a few of the apartments some 
defaced nelling remains, and behind one of the 
pieces which was movable, our conductress pointed 


rine of Medici in her superstitious to the 
starry To this observatory she retire 
with her astrologer, the instruments of whose vain 


w assured us was not h, the aged cha- 
telaine shook her head with a mysterious intelli- 
gence of what such wonderful imported — a 


s to the ordinary run of my inquiries was 
the town-jail—strictly » the prison for the 
department, Loire and Cher, of which Blois is the 
chief lieu. My visit to this house of care was on Sun- 
day, and a beautiful Sunday it was; only so much 
cloud as ornamented a lovely sky of azure blue, and 
with a sun which sent its bright s down into the 
narrowest alleys and most seclu nooks of Blois. 
I had been attending the church service in the house of 
an English , Who, during a short stay in the 
kindly undertook to execute his sacred office 

the benefit of the few families of his countrymen 
who had taken up their residence in Blois. I need 
scarcely say that the privilege of being allowed to 
form one of this small flock in the wilderness, was 
accepted with much gratefulness, and will not soon 
be obliterated from my remembrance. On dismissal 
of the little party, the obliging friend to whom I have 
already alluded inquired whether I should feel in- 
clined to do an act of Christian charity in visiting two 
unfortunate young Englishmen who were at present 
in confinement in the town prison. “ By all means, 
Tll go; but what are they in confinement for ?—debt, 
I suppose?” “No, much worse than debt, although 
our countrymen here have earned no good reputation 
on that score neither ; they are in prison on a charge 
of highway robbery.” “ What an extraordinary thing 
—tell me all about it.” And so, while we slowly 
a steep _ of Blois, on our way to the 
maison tention, in the upper part of the town, 
conductor related the following particulars :— ‘cad 

“The two lads we are going to visit are, I believe, 
natives of London, at least they were there put by 
their respective parents—people in decent circum- 
stances—to businesses suitable to their station; one 
was a haberdasher’s apprentice, the other a clerk in 
a merchant’s house in the city. In these, or like 
situations, they might, as a matter of course, have 
pursued an honourable and useful career; but pos- 
sessed with the demon of adventure and mischief, both 
it seems abandoned their employments, took with 
them what little money they could raise on the score 
of wages, and fled no one knew whither. This oc- 
curred about the commencement of the present year, 
and the first intelligence of the two young scapegraces 
was their being brought as criminals to the prison of 
Blois here, in the heart of France, under the charge 
of gens-d’armes. From all I can learn, it appears 
that these two lads had their heads turned by perus- 
ing acertain novel of bad notoriety, and seeing the 
dramatic performance which glorifies the deeds of its 
hero. With apparently the insane idea of imitating 
the character of that personage in real life, they 
each purchased a pair of pistols, powder, and shot, 
procured passports in false names, representing them- 
selves as brothers, and set out for France in quest 
of adventure. To make the thing still more absurd, 
they could not speak a word of French; but no 
matter; here, in this country, the worst of all for 
such tricks, did these two London apprentices bold 
arrive, with the view of levying war on their own 
account on the public highway. It appears that, 
having spent all their money in Paris, they pushed 
on towards this part of the kingdom in order to 
commence operations. Stopping a Toulouse carrier 
on the road, they pointed their pistols at him, and 
held out their hands for his money. The poor man, 
in an agony of fright, pulled forth and gave them 
& purse containing francs. This was either more 
than they expected, or, desiring possibly to emulate 
the generosity of the old highwaymen, whom they 
had read of, they considerately returned half the 
money. Need I. add, that almost in no time the 
pair were captured in a most unromantic way by a 
mounted gendarme, for these personages are always 
scouring about on horseback, and cannot well be 
eluded, particularly by foreigners. The booty and 
loaded pistols being found upon them, their case was 
very serious, and the crime has been ultimately ag- 
gravated by the discovery that they had ports 
false names, an offence of itself punishable with twe 
years’ imprisonment.” “And they have been here 
since their ure ?” said I, not a little amazed with 
the story. “ Yes, they have been detained here for 
trial a more than usually long time; for the car- 
rier on whom the robbery was committed lives 
at a considerable distance, and would rather avoid 
appearing in evidence on the case ; however, he will 
be compelled to appear, and the trial is finally 
ranged to take place about ten days hence.” 
latter part of this 


the spectacle they exhibited ; two youths, respectively 
i dressed in the blue 


time brought to a close at Blois, after a pleasant 
| 
‘ Having gone over the building from garret to cellar, : 
and peered into all sorts of curious nooks, we were 
led to the top of an isolated turret, which commanded et 
anoble prospect of the country to the south, east, and 
west, with the Loire wending its serpentine course 
through it. This turret, which ——- been de- 
pre originally as a watch-tower of the castle, and 
closely overhangs the town below, was, at the period ; 
to which the preceding details refer, used by Cathe- : 
while we sat for a few moments in the apartment of 
| the jailer, waiting for the sqeeennnes of the two un- 
fortunate beings who had thus come into a situation ; 
science were placed on a stone elevation, which still | so perilous and deplorable for themselves, so distress- : 
exists. Pointing to the inscription Uranie Sacrum, | ing to their parents and connexions. And how sad was 
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mind, if, the moment it... té\shoot, \it thavento en- || Bagdad ; and:motives of duty prevented him from taking | city. The serai of the pasha was by this time like the 
counter an a here so: must wither step which a) to him a desertion: of ‘his || dwellings of most of his subjects—a of'ruins, where 
and die. It searcely be ‘too much to'say,'that in | duty. He resolved to remain at his 


; and putting | he himself remained in the utmost terror and perplexity. 
the homes of England’s ksbourers:exist the causes, either | his trust in ‘that Almighty Power which had sent the | H he knew 
crime ; |, dreadful affliction; and. who, he well knew, could save as | not where to sleep in safety. 
'} well as: destroy, he shut up his house, in which were | being buried in the ruins of the remaining portion of 
an Armenian schoolmaster and | dwelling. He sent to request the resident’s 
his family, and ealmly awaited the issue. It is from this | boat, that he might fly from the place ; but of its crew, 
"| gentleman’s journal that the best accounts of ‘this } only one man was to be found alive ; and even the pasha 
are to, be pad from it, precure men to man her. “ Fear 
following account of , the ancient | 80 or Se Tree’ undation are concerned, |, ys 
seat of the caliphs, is‘given by Mr Fraser in his “Travels in | I shall take the liberty of quoting occasionally in the |, none.” Even in his own he was without power ¢ 
Koordistan,” and offers one of the most striking pictures ever |} following short account of the condition of aa.” death had been ‘fall as ’ there as elsewhere ; and 
Célonel Taylor left Bagdad on the 12th of April. ‘On| that authority which was absolute in times of mere 
account refers tothe year | the previous day, the number of deaths was understood | haman agency, had shrunk into’ nothing before’ the 
1890-1, during the pashalic of Daood, whom the sultan resolved | ¢> amount to twelve hundred, and on that day it was | éffécts of an Almighty mandate. Out of one hundred 
to mpplent in hie geryenment,] sisi yt ‘| ascertained that one thousand and forty deaths had } Georgians that were about him, four only remained alive. 
Daoop Guetein Gna bal Reena ‘actually taken place on the east side of the river alone. | All that could be done was to throw the dead out of the 
the formation of an eflicient ; had succeeded | Next y, Mr Groves had the pain of becoming aware | windows'into the river, that t 
so well, that he might have laughed to scorn all the | that the disease had entered the house of his next-door | infect the living. The stables of the palace, 
mili array which the sultan could have sent against | neighbour, where thirty persons had congregated, as if itself, fell in pieces, and all the pasha’s beautiful 
him. stood matters when, in the commencement | for the very purpose of supplying it with victims. That were running wild ‘about the streets, where they 
of 1831, the plague, which had been desolating Persia, | same day, the report of deaths varied from one thousand |, were caught by any one who could, and most of them 
made pp in Bagdad. Insulated cases had | to fifteen hundred, and that exclusive of the multitudes | were sold to the Arabs. 
it was said, so early as the preceding Novem- | who died beyond the walls. On the succeeding day, the —_ this frightfal mortality around, the home = 
ber, but they were concealed or neglected ; and it was | deaths increased to ‘eighteen hundred ; and so terrified | spects of Mr’Groves and his family, although they 
not until the month of March 1831, that the fatal truth | were the survivors, that they scarcely could be prevailed | hitherto been providentially exem from actual dis- 
of the plague being in, and increasing in Bagdad, became | on to stay and bury their dead. Many a oe for the | ease, were sufficiently gloomy and distressing. From the 
notorious and undeniable. fate they anticipated, b viding winding-sheets for | little passage opposite, they had seen twenty-five bodies 
On the last day of March, fiolenel Saater. stent up his | themselves. and famil ‘ore the increased demand | carried out, and they knew of several 
n 


persons being ill. 
house, in acco; with the apn ecessary | should consume the whole supply. Water also became | In one of the houses, which had contained eight inmates, 
custom of Euro who find, 2 cepeirnees that if | searce ; for every water-carrier, when sto » replied | only one remained alive ; and in like manner of another 
this precaution taken in time, they generally esca that he was taking his load to wash the 


y of some household of thirteen, but one solitary individual sur 
the malady, which appears to be communicable only by | dead {Washing the body being considered an | Vived. Nor were these by any means uncommon or sin- 
contact, or close approach to leeward of an infected person. | indispensable funeral rite in Mohammedan countries. } lar cases. Of eighteen servants and sepoys left by 
On such occasions, all articles from without are received For several days together about this time, that is, lonel Taylor in charge of the Residency, by the end of 
through wickets cut in the wall, and are never touched | from the 16th to 20th or 2ist of April, the mortality, so | the month only fowr remained, and of these two were 
till passed t water. Meat, bles, money, all | far as could be known, remained stationary at about two affected, and afterwards died. There were five teachers 
undergo this process, and letters or pavers are | thousand a-day ; but many singularly distressing cases | of Arabic and Armenian connected with Mr Groves’s 
received by a long pair of iron tongs, and fumigated be- | of individual distress occurred. In the family of one | establishment, and every one of these died. Nor, with all 
fore being touched by the hand. Well-were it for the | of Mr Groves’s little pupils, consisting of six persons, | this continued mortality, did the virulence of the disease 
natives of the country if they could be prevailed upon to | four were ill with the mma father and mother; a | abate, nor the number of daily deaths decrease. The 
submit to the same measures of precaution ; the disease | son and a daughter, leaving but one son and a daughter | remaining population, crowded into smaller and smaller 
would then be robbed of half its terrors, and its victims | untouched. Of the pasha’s regiments of seven hundred | compass by the inczeasing inundation, presented, as it 
greatly reduced in numbers ; but indolence and indiffe- | men each, some had already lost five hundred; and | Were, @ more sure and deadly aim to the shafts of the 
rence, combined with a dim belief in predestination, | the report from the neighbourhood was still worse than tilence. The influx of new inhabitants into infected 
t them from effectual exertions ; although the| in town. The water, too, in the swollen river was fast | houses supplied fresh objects, and their dead remained 
‘act, that thousands fly from the city in hopes of escaping | increasing, and the danger of a total inundation became | poisoning the air in all the courtyards and areas, and 
the pestilence which had eon into their dwellings, | every day more imminent. iterally encumbered the streets. 
proves indisputably that their faith in fatalism is by no| On the 23d, a little irk of twelve years old was seen | Nor was this fearful destruction of human life confined 
means firm or complete. passing by with an infant in her arms; and on being | to the city. A large caravan for Damascus had left 
In some cases this flight was made in time, and the | asked whose it was, she said she did not know ; she dad at the commencement of the mortality ; but it car- 
fagitives escaped, though too often only to perish at | found it on the road, and heard that its were | Tied the deadly contagion along with it, and met, more- 
another period and in another place. In others, they | dead. This was a very common effort of charity, espe- | Over, with an enemy scarcely less destructive in the 
carried the disease along with them, its poison, | cially on the part of the females, and not unfrequently | inundation. They gained a comparatively elevated spot, 
and dying miserably in the desert. Even all the care | proved fatal to them. An Armenian woman, who had | Where they remained peut up for three weeks, the water 
observed by Europeans has sometimes been insutlicient'} come to beg for some sugar for an-infant thus found, | Constantly gaining on them, and their numbers mo 
to preserve them from contagion. The virus is so subtle, | mentioned that a neighbour of hers had in the same | thinning. In the same manner a caravan of two thousa 
that the smallest possible contact suffices for communi- | manner rescued two, which she discovered thus aban- | Persons, who left Bagdad for Hamadan, in Persia, carried 
cating it, and the smallest animal serves to convey it. | doned in the street. Both these infants died, and were | their pestilence along with them, and lost more than half 
, mice, and rats are, for this reason, dangerous in- | followed by their charitable protectress. Of allthe pain- | their number on the road. [The plague lasted till about 
mates or visitors ; and cats in particular, as being more | ful incidents that attended the benevolent expeditions | the beginning of May, when clear weather set in, and on 
familiar with man, become more and conse- | which Mr Groves occasionally made from home, the sight | the 26th of that month it had my ey Melan- 
quently are destroyed whenever they are seen by those | of the number of infants thus exposed was the most dis- | Choly was the scene to the survivors. all the build- 
who have faith in the value of seclusion. An instance of [After mentioning a few more details equally | ings of Bagdad, there remained standing but a small 
the fatal q of contact with such animals oo- | harrowing, Mr Fraser on to the 25th of the month.] | kuot upon the banks of the river, where the 
curred in the house of a native Christian attached to the | On the 25th, the fall of a wall in the Residency, from | Ws with a mosque or two, the walls and foun- 


British residency, who had the good sense to follow the | the sapping of the water, induced Mr Groves again to | dations of which had been more securely built than 
resident's example in shutting up his house on a former | visit that 


occasion, A cat belonging to the family was touched by 
his eldest child, a girl of fourteen or fifteen. The animal 


except those who carried dead bodies, and 
fected with the pestilence. One of the 


Not a soul did he meet in the streets, | those of the others ; and even of those that did remain, 


searce one had escaped Even after the waters 


persons in- damage. 
ncipal sellers | had subsided, houses continued to fall from the effect 


had either been a itself, or had received the visit | of cotton for burying-clothes (who taken advan- | produced upon the materials, and from the sinking of the 
of a neighbour, for the contact brought the plague: the |'tage of the times to raise his prices exorbitantly) this | ground. Of the long lines of bazaars, many had shared 
child took it, and died of it. Poor thing! from the first | day died himself. There was then no more of the stuff the general wreck, and long it was before t 
moment she was aware of her danger and fate. in the city. The price of rope, too, had become quad- | ained began to fill, and s a numbers. 

It was probably by some such casual means that the | raple. Instead of formal burial, the bodies even Most of the merchants, and almost all the artificers, were 
disease dead. Even now, if you require some le of manu- 


was brought into Colonel Taylor’s house, al- | sons of considerable wealth were now just laid across the artic 
though he and all its inmates conce back of a mule ‘or ass, and taken to a hole, attended, | facture for which the place was oe a the 
now, hose 


hermetically sealed from its apreopaben. On the 10th of | pertiaps, by a'single servant. Mr Groves mentions the | 2nswer is, “Ah! you can’t 
April a Sepoy died of it, and four of his servants were ” Whole trades 


gesticulations of the few Arab women whom he met in | Who made it are dead of the plag 
attacked. By this time the disease had made such pro- | the way as cularly striking ; they seemed to demand | Were swept away, and it was some time before the com- 
gress, that seven thousand had died of it in the | of heaven why Franks and infidels like him were suffered | Mon necessaries of life, food and clothing, were to be had 
eastern half of the city, which contains the residence of | to live, while so many of the faithful died. - The effect | for the surviving population. 
the pasha, the British mission, and all the principal in- | upon his mind was startling and painful ; sur 
habitants. From the other side the accounts were not | rounded as he was by the dead and the dying, 
less disastrous, and the distress of the inhabitants was “sate J of the dogs that were mangling the 
searce| 


the 

farther oagravated by the rise of the waters of the Tigris, { waiting till life was fled to begin their horrid | staple commodities of ptive poeta and sentimental 
which, having burst or overleaped the dams made upon | feast), united with the cries of the exposed miserable | naturalists, has lately been investigated by M. Matteucci, 
its banks higher up, had inundated the low country to | infants, formed a scene of horror which he avere—and | who has addressed a notice to the Academy of Sciences 
the westwara, and even entered the town, where two | no wonder—can never be erased from his memory. contaiaing the results of his experiments. When sub- 
thousand houres were already said to have been de-| The mortality meantime increased. On the it | mitted to chemical tests, the phenomena constituting the 
stroyed. Many wie would have fled, were prevented | was affirmed at the serai that the deaths had reached | phosphorescence of this insect are found to be strictly 
from doing so, not only by this spread of the waters, but | five thousand in one day !—there seems no doubt that they | a 


Glow-Worm.—The light of the glow-worm, one of the 


to those manifested by several luminous plan 
by the Arabs, whe aad now con; around the city, | exceeded four thousand, and this out of a be seg many marine animaleules, and all decaying ani 
and who robbed and stripped xty thon- | matter, as every individual must have witnessed in fish 


who came out of it. | which at that time did fot exceed aay or 
Thus it up, nha’ 


all 
ip, the pestilence had full play, and the | sand ; for at least one-third of the late bitants at a certain stage of decomposition. If placed in car 
ple fell beneath it with incredible ra) vg AR first and last, quitted the ony, The water, too, Donic acid or hydrogen gas, the phosphorescent matter 
el Fay te finding his own house epi no- | risen frightfully, and the ant es in case of its | of the glow-worm ceases to shine after a space of thirt 
thing left but to use the means in his power of flying, | breaking into the city were terri 


le. Dreadful as they | or forty minutes. In oxygen gas (the most pow 
while a possibility remained of so doing. His own boats, however, they were more than realised on the two | supporter of combustion), the light is more brilliant than 


were, 
in which he and his family had come from re- | following days. That night a Be oe in atmospheric air, and it remains brilliant for nearly 
mained always moored beneath the walls of the fell, and the water rushed in full tide into the city. The | triple the length of time. When it shines in the air, or 
dency, and in a state of readiness for immediate service. | quarter of the Jews was speedily inundated, and two | in oxygen gas, it consumes a portion of oxygen, which is 
In these he resolved to embark ; and one great advantage | hundred houses fell at once. A part also of the wall of bya yay sree volume of carbonic acid ; 
was, that being in a manner confined to the nets of | the citadel fell ; nor was there much hope that any | but when there isan im ility of light being emit 
the Residency, and so much raised by the htened | house or wall which the water had reached could stand, | there is no oxygen absorbed, and no carbonic 
waters that the deck of the yacht was on a level with | owing to the very dissolvable nature of the cement with | emitted. Heat augments to a certain extent the bril- 
the postern-door of the house, its inmates could make | which the ter part was built. By the following | liancy of the phosphorescent matter, whereas cold pro- 
their preparations and get on board without being sub- | night the whole lower part of the city wes under water ; | duces the opposite effect ; and when the heat is too 
ney to any foreign intercourse whatever. atters | and seven thousand houses are said to have fallen at one | great the substance is altered. The same thing takes 
ng thus arranged, Colonel Taylor invited the Reverend | crash, burying the sick, the dying, and the dead, with | place when it is left in the air, or in some gases for a 
Teer a missionary, with his family, to accompany | those still in certain time, that is, when the subst is separated from 
his party to Bussora, where, in a house in the a The difficulty of obtaining provisions now become | the animal. The matter so altered is no lo capable 
sanguine hopes were entertained that they might avoid | extreme. Very ble persons would now present | of emitting light or of becoming luminous. these 
the contagion. themselves at the door to the commonest | facts, M. Matteucci concludes that the phosphorescence 
Mr Groves, however, on mature deliberation, declined | necessaries, The number of the dead, too, left in the | of the glow-worm is a phenomenon of combustion—the 
availing himself of Colonel Taylor's offer. The reverend | streets, had increased to a + mg degree ; nor was | result of the combination of the oxygen of the air with 
gentleman had undertaken the care of a certain number | there a possibility of removing them. This extremity of | carbon, which is one of the principal elements of the 
of young persons, the children of Christian families of | distress was shared to the full by the ruler of the smitten | phosphorescent matter. 


th, all in one common grave. 
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Weekly Chit-Chat. 
his in feet and inches, by his 
ae: by his rank, and 


men by their amount of consc’ ess. “A man has no 
his existence but in his consciousness of it, and 
return of that consciousness sleep. He is, 
fore, in amount of existence, only so much as his 
consciousness, his thoughts, and his feelings amount to. 


santer his knowledge, the his exertion. 
man in this sense of thi 


yond a doubt pe or those merry philosophers of 


i 


another man. If we could see his mind, we should seea 
play and it would be stuck perhaps into a pint of 
, or scent-bottle, or a bottle of wine, as the monke 
stuck Gulliver into the marrow bone. Another man 
mind would show larger ; another larger still ; till at 
length we should see minds of all shapes and sizes, from 
a microscopic one up to that of a giant or ora 
it that filled the visible world. Milton’s would be 
that of his own archangel: ‘ His stature reached the 
” Shakspeare’s would stretch from the midst of us 
into the regions of ‘ nothing,’ and bring us new 
creations of his own making. Bacon’s would be lost into 
the next ages. Many a ‘great man’s’ would become 
invisible ; and many a little one suddenly astonish us 
with the overshadowing of its greatness.” 


i —It appears from official statements in 
1841-2, that there is an annual loss of 611 ships, averag- 


130,000 tons, which, at the rate of L.20 per ton of good 


e, gives a yearly loss of property to the amount of 
L.2,600,000, e average loss of lives amounts to 1560, 
exclusive of the loss of passengers, convicts, kc. A yearly 
loss of 2500 lives from the shipwreck of British vessels 
would be considered a fair av . It has been ascer- 
tained, beyond the possibility of doubt, that the greater 

rtion of these shipwrecks and losses of life occur 
Rom the unworthiness of the vessels and the incompe- 
tency of their commanders. Neither as respects ships, 
nor shipmasters and their mates, is there any proper 
system of examination. The law, as it at present stands, 
could not prevent a ship from being commanded by the 
greatest blockhead or drunkard it could be possible to 
select. We are glad to learn that there is a pros of 
this state of things being remedied, by the establishment 
of authorised boards of xaminers. 


Chemical Aspirations.—“ It would certainly be es- 
teemed,” says Professor Liebig, “one of the greatest 
discoveries of the age, if any one could succeed in con- 
densing coal gas into a white, dry, solid, and odourless 
substance, portable, and capable of placed upon a 
candlestick, and burned in a lamp. ax, tallow, and 
oil, are combustible gases in a solid or fluid form, which 
offer many advantages for lighting, not performed b: 

; they furnish, in well-constructed lamps, as muc 

t, without requiring the expensive apparatus neces- 
sary for the combustion of gas, and they are generally 
more economical.”—The idea of converting common coal 
= into a solid inodorous substance, is certainly one of 
the highest flights of chemical ambition ; but considering 
what the science has achieved — the last thirty 
years, we have no right to regard the attempt as a mere 
visionary speculation. Under the power of the chemist, 
almost every known substance can be rendered solid, 
fluid, or gaseous at pleasure ; and when we 
that most of our combustible gases are obtained from 
liquids and solids by mere increase of temperature, and, 
moreover, that under sufficient pressure carbonic acid 
gas can be reduced to a liquid, and thence to a solid 
state, it is absolutely that coal gas is capable of 
being reduced to liquid Gnd solid forms. The conversions 
of carbonic acid gas, it is well known, are attended with 
extreme danger, so may those of common coal ; but 
covery a ciated, and the ingenuity which so! 
former diiticulty will speedily avert the latter. 


Chalk ing Polypes.—M. Decaisne, an eminent French 
botanist, has lately come to the conclusion that certain 
marine productions su to be animals, and called 
by naturalists “ chalk-bearing po! ” are, in reality, 
sea-weeds. This view has been microscopically and che- 
mically confirmed by M. Payen, who, in cones the 
— animals, Corallina officinalis and Halymeda 

cinalis, with the true vegetables, Chara hispida, vul- 
gavis, and translucens, observed, that the mineral secre- 
tions agreed in their situation, and in proportion depend- 
ent on the powers of these living beings ; and discovered 
in the tissue of the coralline, when from mineral 
matter, a composition similar to cellulose, the princi 
constituent of vegetable membrane. After having dis- 
solved from the coralline the mineral matter, by dilute 
hydrochloric acid, and then got rid of the excess of acid 
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phuric acid, the usual results were afforded which are 
characteristic 


of vegetable tissues, and even granules of 
starch were shown to exist by the former re-agent, 
not polypes, but 
Curious —When one visits Paris, he will ob- 
serve over doors of certain shops the word relitre, 


pearance of this word caused us at first a few minutes’ 
reflection. What was its etymology ? What had relitre 
to do with the binding of books? A little examination 
disclosed that reliire comes from the same root as the 
word religion, and that, in fact, both terms almost mean 


the logically. is 


a 
i 
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could have imagined that the signboard term relitire had 
any connection with religi ? The study of etymology, 
_” makes us ted with many such relation- 


Tribute to Worth.—The following just on the 
Society of Friends has met our 
Mr Goyder, entitled Acquisitiveness: its Uses on 
Abuses. “If I wished to point to a model where wealth 
seems to have been accumulated for the sole purpose of 
doing , I would hold up to admiration the people 
called ers. They are wealthy almost to a man; and 
where, throughout Christendom, in its varied ramifica- 
tions, is there a body of people who have done so much 
, and with so much disinterestedness? not choos- 
ing their own connection as the sole reeipients of their 
bounty, but extending it to every shade of religious creed. 
In the proper and legitimate uses of wealth, I present 
this people as a model worthy of general imitation. The 
late venerated Richard Reynolds, of Bristol, who had 
amassed a eely fortune in the iron trade, looked 
upon himself merely as the steward of the Almighty. 

is entire income, after deducting the moderate expenses 
of his family, was devoted to benevolence; and he thought 
his round of ~*~ still incomplete, unless he devoted his 
time likewise. He deprived himself of slumber to watch 
beside the bed of sickness and pain, and to administer 
consolation to the heart bruised with affliction. On 
one oceasion he wrote to a friend in London, request- 
ing to know what object of charity remained, stating 
that he had not spent the whole of his income. His 
friend informed him of a number of persons confined in 
prison for small debts. He paid the whole, and swept 
the miserable mansion of its tenants. Most of 
his donations were enclosed in blank covers, bearing the 
modest signature of ‘A Friend.’ A lady once applied 
to him in behalf of an orphan, saying, ‘ When he is 
old enough, I will teach him to name and thank his 
benefactor.’ ‘Nay,’ replied the good man, ‘thou art 
wrong. We do not thank the clouds for rain. Teach 
him to look higher, and to thank Him who giveth both 
the clovds and the rain. My talent is the meanest of 
all talents—a little sordid dust ; but as the man in the 
parable was accountable for his one talent, so am I 
accountable to the great Lord of all.’” 

The amount of carbonic acid expired by man in twenty-four 
hours has often been the subject of wp ame among 
philosophers. From a paragraph in the Medical Times, 
we learn that M. E. A. Sch , after careful e 
ment, arrives at the following conclusions. Ist, 
expires variable quantities of carbonic acid at different 
periods of the day; 2d, Everything being otherwise 
equal, man burns more carbon when his appetite is 
satisfied than when fasting, and more when awake than 
when asleep; 3d, Men expire more carbonic acid than 
women—children burn proportionally more carbon than 
men ; and, 4th, In case of illness or fainting, the quantity 
of carbonic acid expired is less than in the healthy state. 
M. Dumas states that he burns rather more than one 
hundred and sixty-six grains of carbon in the four- 
and-twenty hours. 


The ity of soap consumed by a nation, says Liebig, 
in Lettoes on Ob would be no inac- 
curate measure whereby to estimate its wealth and 
civilisation. Of two > with an equal amount of 
population, the wealthiest and most highly civilised will 
consume the greatest weight of soap. consumption 
does not subserve sensual gratification, nor depend upon 
fashion, but upon the feeling of the beauty, comfort, and 
welfare attendant u cleanliness ; and a to 
this feeling is coincident with wealth and civilisation. 
The rich in the middle concealed a want of cleanli- 
ness in their clothes persons under a profusion of 
costly scents and essences, whilst they were more luxu- 
rious in eating and drinking, in a) 

With us a want of cleanliness is eq to unsup- 
portable misery and misfortune. 
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high,,.and where the burning soil is i 
of the camel, the water-melon attains the size of a 


guard against the powerful kick of the wild horse, who 
has no other eS interior, but who is 
lamed in extraordinary contest.” 


ODE TO HOPE. 
(BY DR JOHN MASON GOoD.] 

O GENTLE Hope! whose lovely form 
The plunging sea-boy, ’midst the storm, 

Sees beckoning from the strand, ' 
If yet thy smile can chase the si 
From love and adverse fate which rise, 

O view this lifted hand ! 
Through dire despair’s tremendous shade. 
Su by thy secret aid, ‘ 
e ed spirit flies. 

y sight sustains his drooping powers, 
Thy finger points to brighter hours, 

d clears the distant skies. 

Then haste thee, Hope, and o’er my head, 
While yet impervious tempests spread. 

Obtrude thy magic form : 
O give me, ere gay youth decline, 
To view the fair Zelinda mine, 

And I'll despise the storm. 


CHAMBERS’S EDINBURGH JOURNAL. 
ALTERATION OF SIZE. 

TuRovGuovut the twelve years’ existence cf CHAMBERS’S 
Epinspurci Journal, its large size has been the subject 
of constant complaint, which has increased latterly in 
force, as the inconvenience of such bulky volumes in a 
library was more and more felt. We long resisted the 
demand for a change, from a dislike to give the least 
disturbance to the arrangements of a publication, which 
in the existing form had experien so singular and 
unvarying a prosperity. At length, however, when on 
the —_ of completing the twelfth volume, we have 
concluded that this disinclination on our part ought not 
any longer to stand in the way of the general wish of our 
readers. The public is therefore respectfully informed 
that the number published on Saturday the 6th of January 
1844, will be in the 1 Bvo. size, being the \st of a New 
Series, or the 623d of the whole work. By this alteration 
the Journal will in future range with CuamBErs’s Iyror- 
MATION FOR THE Prope, CrcLopmpia ENGLISH 
LITERATURE, and Epirions. 

As the object of this change is simply what has been 
stated—a mere matter of convenience, deemed likely to 
be agreeable to our readers, and for that reason possibly 
favourable to the interests of the work—we hardly feel 
called upon to make a single further remark on the pre- 
sent occasion. It may only be proper to say, that the 
Journal, in its new size, will contain precisely the same 
quantity of matter as formerly, that every other arrange- 
— connected with the work remains ae and 
that we contemplate carrying it on with, possible, 
increased zeal and assiduity, 4 a miscellany of instruc- 
tive and entertaining reading for all classes, and as an 
instrument for promoting the great cause of popular 
education. 

at » or supplied in monthly parts nea: 
pwang up in a printed wrapper. In future, the — 
will be completed at the end of every year. The work 
is sold by in the United and 
Colonies, to w’ the publishers would feel obliged by 
orders for the New Series being forwarded as early as 
convenient. 

an ex an ve, as usual, been prepared, 
and may be had at pay st of a number. To! satiaf a 
frequent demand, the editors have likewise prepared a 
General Index for the Journal, from volume I. to XII. in- 
clusiye. This, as it is to be hoped, useful auxiliary, in 
searching for articles in the work, consists of two sheets, 
which may be bound at the end of the present volume. 

i W. AND R. CHAMBERS. 

Epinsurca, December 2, 1843. 


. by ammonia, the whole, after being well washed in water, 
: was placed between glasses and submitted to the micro- 
f scope. On the addition of tincture of iodine and sul- 
H ze, in places 
the 
his intellect and his moral qualities. Leigh Hunt, follow- in, 
ing out the idea of Bacon, that “a man is but what he seen on 
knoweth,” has uttered the happy thought of measuring 
: ipates the passing cloud, whic tens, as it were, 
; to shed its refreshing moisture on a more grateful spot ; 
where no water ever rises from a spring, or falls from on 
| parched, offers in its cold and copious juice a draught to é 
the traveller, which has often saved him from a lingering 
| and painful death. In a similar, though less efficient 
manner, the melon cactus refreshes the wild herds of the ‘ 
doubted ibt itself)—is infinitely little compared with | Pam ; and the formidable prickles are not a sure 
| bound ; thereby importing that the religiously disposed 
have thrown off certain rude and natural habits, and 
bound themselves to lead a new and better life. Who e 
4 
: ing F 
| 
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